HKWMA Activities Updates

Delegation to Beijing

The Chairman, Ir CF LAM, led a delegation to participate in the Second International Symposium and Exhibition on Solid Waste Treatment held in Beijing from 20 to 22 November 2003.  The objective of the delegation was to strengthen the collaboration between HKWMA and China Association of Urban Environmental Sanitation (CAUES) and to further explore the arrangement of having Hong Kong to join the International Solid Waste Association (ISWA) as a member.

Ir Lam was invited to give a speech at the opening ceremony of the Symposium, which also marked the 10th Anniversary of CAUES, and officiate the opening of the Exhibition in association with other guests including Mr Hao Sheng-kun, President of CAUES.  Over 200 delegates from various provinces of Mainland China and overseas attended the events.

CAUES is a national, non-governmental and non-profit-making organization which was found in 1992.  It is charged with the responsibilities of making regulations and standards on municipal solid waste management; formulating national development planning and action programmes; conducting research on relevant laws and policies; offering consulting services; organizing training courses and promoting international co-operation.  Its members consist of administrative, research, design and educational institutions, manufacturing, selling, consulting, constructional and operational enterprises as well as individuals.  Its headquarters is based in Beijing.

At the symposium, over 30 technical papers were presented on various topics of solid waste management. These include the development of municipal solid waste management in China; waste separation and charging schemes; composting technologies; innovative landfill leachate treatment system; and improvement of incinerator efficiency.  On the last day of the symposium, a visit was organized to Bei Shen Shu Landfill (北神樹衛生填埋場).  The landfill was commissioned in two phases in 1996 and 1999 respectively. It has an area of 32.5 ha with a capacity of 4.63 million m3.  About 980 tonnes of municipal solid waste are handled every day over an operational period of 13 years.  The landfill is equipped with leachate and landfill gas collection and treatment system.  A comprehensive environmental monitoring system is in place to ensure that leachate, landfill gas and environmental quality are in compliance with legal requirements.

We have had fruitful discussion and exchanges on a number of issues with CAUES.  This delegation help strengthen the relationship between the two associations.  We are going to further enhance the collaboration through different activities.

Enhancement of Collaboration with other Professional Bodies

HKWMA also strengthens its link with a number of professional bodies including the Hong Kong Institution of Engineers (HKIE), Chartered Institute of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM), Air & Waste Management Association (A&WMA) and Hong Kong Institution of Environmental Impact Assessment (HKIEIA) in organizing activities.

HKWMA is a co-organizer of the International Conference on Pollution in the Metropolitan and Urban Environment (POLMET 2003) on 3 to 5 November 2003 at the Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre.  This is a triennial event addressing important pollution issues and sustainability of metropolitan cities.  This year’s theme is “Sustainable Urbanization – The Challenge in the Changing Economy”. Papers covering pollution in air, noise, water, solid waste and ground contamination resulted from urbanization were presented.  Comprehensive and sustainable approach in planning, design, construction, operation and maintenance in infrastructure and urban renewal were also covered.  About 300 delegates from Mainland and overseas attended the conference.

On 26 November 2003, the “Capacity Building Programme to Increase the Competitiveness of Hong Kong Professional Engineers in the Environmental Market of Mainland China” was kick-off by the Permanent Secretary for Environment, Transportation and Works of the Hong Kong SAR Government.  This event was organized by the Institution of Mechanical Engineers Hong Kong Branch.  HKWMA is a supporting organization.  The programme consisted of a one-day conference followed by five days of workshops covering different environmental markets in Mainland.  The aim of the event was to enhance the entry and participation of Hong Kong engineers in environmental field in Mainland through the introduction of environmental legislation and market opportunities.  It also intended to promote technological collaboration between Hong Kong and Mainland.  The programme was very well received by environmental professionals.  HKWMA have also established network with Mainland counterparts.

Upcoming Activities

The above activities just mark the start of a series of events to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the HKWMA.  A delegation to visit waste management authorities and facilities in Shanghai will be held in February 2004.  This will be followed by the symposiums on the thermal treatment of solid waste and Producer Responsibility Scheme to be conducted in March and May 2004 respectively. A celebratory dinner will follow the latter symposium with the Secretary for Environment, Transportation and Works as the Guest of Honour. A number of technical seminars and visits will be arranged throughout the year.  Please keep yourself updated.  See you in the coming months.

